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researchers with a greater understanding of how a woman’s offending is influenced by the 
social conditions of her life as well as by her being a woman in a patriarchal society.141

Recently, a growing area of research has been using the pathways framework. Barbara 
Owen conducted what she termed a “quasi-ethnography” of women incarcerated in the 
Central California Women’s Facility.142 This methodology included in-depth interviews 
with these women as well as detailed observations of everyday life. When inquiring 
about these women’s lives prior to prison, Owen identified three key issues that were 
central pathways to their incarceration—multiplicity of abuse in their pre-prison lives; 
family and personal relationships, especially those involving male partners and chil-
dren; and their spiraling marginality and subsequent criminality.143 A majority of these 
incarcerated women experienced various forms of physical, sexual, and emotional abuse 
in their lives. In addition, the abuse of drugs and alcohol was a key factor for many of 
these women prior to their incarceration. Many also experienced poverty as well as 
early parenthood. The spiraling marginality shared by many of these women included 
limited educational and vocational preparation, which resulted in a lack of employment 
opportunities. Owen concluded her book by noting that “this description of the lives of 
women in prison then is offered as a starting point for constructive dialogue and public 
policy concerning the lives and experiences of women on their own terms.”144

Other examples of research focuses incorporating a pathways perspective include women 
incarcerated in an Iranian prison;145 transferring female juveniles to adult court;146 drug 
abuse among women;147 sexual assault victimization and suicidal behavior;148 the devel-
opment of antisocial behavior;149 the impact of serious mental illness and trauma in 
women’s pathways to jail;150 and risk factors among Arab female youths in Israel.151

Critiques of Feminist Theories

A number of criticisms concerning feminist theories have been raised by feminist schol-
ars. In the 1960s, women of color challenged feminism by arguing that these perspec-
tives essentially focused on the experiences of 
white middle-class women.152 After reviewing 
feminist theory in sociology, Janet Saltzman 
Chafetz argued that the current topic among 
feminist scholars is the intersection of race, 
class, and gender.153 A number of feminist 
scholars maintain that examining difference, 
rather than equality, is a major emphasis of 
current feminist studies.

While some feminist scholars maintain that this 
shift in focus has revitalized feminist theory,154 oth-
ers assert that it has introduced new conflicts in 
feminist studies.155 Maxine Baca Zinn and Bonnie 
Thornton Dill stress, however, that while there 
may be problems when focusing on difference,

our perspectives take their bearings 
from social relations. Race and class 
difference are crucial, we argue, not 
as individual characteristics . . . but 
insofar as they are primary organizing 
principles of a society which locates 
and positions groups within that soci-
ety’s opportunity structures.156

1. When one uses an existing theoretical perspective
based on males and adds women, this is referred to as
“__________.”

2. The __________ is also referred to as the emancipation
hypothesis.

3. The __________-__________ theory attempts to explain
gender differences in delinquency rates by including family
dynamics.

4. Some scholars maintain that approaches to assess
__________ are based on biases established by, and for,
individuals of privilege.

5. The __________ research approach attempts to determine
life experiences, particularly childhood ones, that place one
at risk of offending.
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LEARNING CHECK 12.4


